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Medico-legal certificates may contain highly personal and
confidential data regarding the physical findings on the body of a
person, like descniption of private parts of a female, condition of vagina
and hvimen, details of male genitalia ete. Revelaton of such Hmdings 1o
anvone other than the Investigating Police OfTicer mn the particular case,
The Hon'ble Court considering the case the person exammed or the
person authonzed by the person examined, will be violation of nght to
prvacy of the person.  IL durmng the course of mvestigation of the
particular case, these documents reach the hands of any person having
gome vested interest i helping a suspect or accused, that can affect the
process of investigation, The doctor who conducts the examination or
the mstitution, in which the examination is undertaken, mav not be
aware of the stage of ivestigation of the case in all mstances. Also,
certificates like postmortem certificate can be misused by persons other
than the kegal hesrs of the deceazed or impured, to falzely claim Insurance
and the hike. The doctor who conducts the examination or the mstilulion
m which the examination 15 undertaken does not have the facility for
verification of the actual status of anv applicamt for a copy of the
certificate, regarding his legal heprship i relation to the deceaszed or
mjured. That was why a No Objection Certificate from the Investigating
Police Officer was insisted for the issue of the fourth copy of
postmortem certificate, to the legal heirs of the deceased, as per GO,



No 1B626/G2/6%9 Health dated D1-07-1969, In any case, it can be seen
that every medico=-legal certificate or 1z copy will pass through the
hands of and will remain i the hands of an Investigating Police Officer
or Magistrate, When requests are made for the copy of any medico-legal
certiflicate, by persons other than the injured or persons other than those
who are lnwfully entitled to recerve 1t on behalf of the myured or persons
other than those who bear the legal heirship of the deccased, and when
those requests are as per the Right To Information Act, such requests
should be made to the Investigating Police OfMcer or Magistrte, who
are havmg such certificate under their custody. In the event of tracmg of
such certificates becoming impossible from therr office, due to any
reason, the Police Officer or Magistrate can direct the doctor or head of
the mmstitution having the office copy of the cermificate under their
custody, 1o 1=sue an atlested copy/copies of the certificate 1o the Police
Officer or Magistrate, which can be issued to the claimant by the Police
Officer or Magistrate. Information regarding the  medico-legal
examination and certification by a doctor or mstitution, other than the
copy of the medico-legal certificates and their contents, like the number
of postmortem examinations, types of cases attended to, numberz of
persons altended to with history of assaull or acodent ete, should be
furmished by the head of the mstitution, as per the provisions of the
Eaght to Information Act.”



